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PRE-DIP

Preparation of the teats before milking plays an important role in mastitis management. In practice,
there is still plethora of technics and products used to prepare the teats, more or less efficient to
prevent mastitis. Let’s review the purposes of a pre-dipping product:

1) The major role of a pre-dip is to clean the skin prior to milking. A distinction must be done
between cleaning and disinfecting. Cleaning properties mean that it removes the dirt from the skin,
thanks to detergent activity. Disinfecting means killing bacteria. A disinfecting substance applied on
a dirty skin will be inactivated or will not disinfect the skin properly. Think about what you do for
yourself: if you fall on the ground and you get hurt, what is your first reflex? Clean the wounds or
disinfect it?

It is especially recommended to use a dedicated product for teat preparation instead of a diluted
post-dip.

- The pre-post solutions are focusing on disinfecting activity.

- Pre-dipping product must contain fast acting substances (there is a short contact time of 30
seconds during milking preparation). lodine based products for instance, often used as pre-post
solutions need around 5 minutes to reach a perfect disinfection.

- Pre-dipping solutions are formulated to avoid residues. lodine based product are for that
reason not adapted as pre-dip solutions.

2) Another important characteristic of an adequate pre-dip product is its capacity to be applied on
the skin as foam. Using a foaming product as preparation is beneficial for several reasons:

- It allows to focus on the teats and not to spray product on the udder
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- It reduces product consumption

- It provides a “dry cleaning”. Teats must be dry to attach the cluster, foam is a perfect
solution for it

Dedicated pre-dipping products are

made to facilitate the cleaning process
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Finally, using a dedicated pre-foaming product will lead to improve mastitis situation and milk
quality in the farm because it reduces bacteria around the skin before milking, and then, it decreases
milk contamination, milking machine contamination and mastitis cross sharing. Finally it also plays a
role in teat skin condition by softening the skin.

TIP: use the following scoring chart and check the milk filter to assess the efficiency of the pre-
milking protocol.

Milk filter with dirt and clinical
mastitis signs (clots)
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TEAT CLEANLINESS SCORING CHART =
ml Score the teat hygiene on a scale of 1 to 4 using the criteria and pictures below. DATE:
M'm & Place an X in the appropriate box of the table and FARM: k
R count the number of marked boxes under each picture.
Score 1 Score 2 Score 3 Score 4

Free of dirt or manure Slightly covered with dirt/manure Moderately covered with dirt/manure Mostly covered with dirt/manure

"
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Total number of teat scores:

S Percent of teats scored 3 and 4:
Number of teats score 1: -

Number of teats score 2: 2
Bl e B Teats scored 3 and 4 have Ineronfd risk is as
Number of teats score 4: compared to scores 1 and 2
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